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MRC and MRC Technology announce new centre 
for the discovery of novel drugs 
London, UK, 2nd April 2009 - A major centre to fast-track the discovery and development of 
novel drugs will be created by the Medical Research Council (MRC) and MRC Technology (MRCT).  
 
The MRCT Centre for Therapeutics Discovery (CTD), based in London, will build on the existing 
work of the MRCT Drug Discovery Group, expanding current capability and capacity to provide 
the UK with a national drug discovery resource with the critical mass to progress high quality 
projects towards clinical benefit. Promising molecules and antibodies will be taken down the path 
to clinical application by a partnership between the CTD, academic scientists and industry. It will 
commence work immediately.  
 
Building on the wealth of high quality research in the UK, the CTD will collaborate with scientists 
in universities and MRC units to develop drug discovery projects. These will target diseases for 
which there is significant unmet need. The centre will apply state of the art computational and 
medicinal chemistry to produce ‘drug-like’ molecules with potential to become therapies.  
 
The CTD will also focus on developing novel antibody therapies, bringing to bear its world-class 
expertise in antibody humanisation technology. Already, this capability has been successfully 
exploited to partner several therapeutic antibodies identified from within the MRC research base. 
It’s also enabled biopharmaceutical companies to launch two antibody-based drugs (the fastest 
growing therapeutic area in the industry) onto the market and progress several more into the 
clinic. 
 
This initiative will enable UK scientists to tap into MRC’s recently announced Developmental 
Pathway Funding Scheme (DPFS) and collaborate with a high quality drug discovery capability 
whilst retaining existing IP ownership. 
 
Sir Leszek Borysiewicz, MRC Chief Executive, said: 
 
“This centre of national excellence, in forming partnerships with academia, will provide a focus of 
knowledge and expertise. The initiative will benefit patients in the UK and around the world. It 
will also support innovation and provide a training ground for the next generation of scientists 
across Britain. It is these types of projects which represent the seed corn of the future UK 
economy by enhancing the UK’s leadership position in the scientific and technical disciplines of 
early stage medicine discovery.” 
 
Dr David Tapolczay, MRCT’s CEO explained: 
 
“For the first time UK academics will have a dedicated centre with which to collaborate and 
progress their science to deliver tangible clinical benefit. In so doing, this initiative will help the 
UK to retain it’s world-leading reputation for innovation in drug discovery.”  
 
Dr Justin Bryans, Director of Centre for Therapeutics Discovery at MRCT, commented: 
 
“We want to work with the best academic scientists and develop the impressive drug discovery 
knowledge base that exists in the UK today. The CTD will offer an expertise in drug discovery that 
can be accessed by UK academics to translate their projects towards clinical benefit, and will 
provide a forum for education and training in the field of medicines research. Skilled jobs in 
medicinal chemistry and biosciences will be created, and partnering our products with pharma 
and biotech companies worldwide will increase the value of the basic research that we support.” 
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Notes for editors 
 
The Centre for Therapeutics Discovery will have an operating budget of £6million, which will be 
secured from a number of sources, including MRC translational funding and royalty income from 
any products. The CTD will commercialise its products, but profits will be reinvested. 
 
MRC 
 
The Medical Research Council supports the best scientific research to improve human health. Its 
work ranges from molecular level science to public health medicine and has led to pioneering 
discoveries in our understanding of the human body and the diseases which affect us all. 
www.mrc.ac.uk  
 
MRC Technology (MRCT) 
 
MRCT translates cutting edge scientific discoveries into commercial products, two of which 
(Tysabri and Actemra) are already on the market. The MRCT Centre for Therapeutics Discovery 
works closely with the MRCT Intellectual Property and Business Development Division and is 
rigorous in the selection of well-defined and characterised targets, and considers novelty, 
validation and ‘druggability’. In addition, the group works on targets where there is a clear 
strategy for progression and development. http://www.mrctechnology.org/  
 
Developmental Pathway Funding Scheme (DPFS) 
 
The Developmental Pathway Funding Scheme (DPFS) is a new, rigorously assessed, funding 
scheme set up by the MRC to help strengthen the translation of fundamental research towards 
patient benefit. The scheme – which will not fund basic discoveries – will support the 
development of novel therapies, interventions and diagnostics, and the research tools used in the 
development of therapies, interventions or diagnostics. Projects should target significant and 
unmet health needs. http://www.mrc.ac.uk/Fundingopportunities/Grants/DPFS/index.htm 
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